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LANTERN   SLIDES   FOR  RURAL   COMMUNITIES 

C  Ha  Hanson, 

Specialist  in  Visual  Instruction, 

Office  of  Cooperative  Extension  Work 


Pictures  Important  in  Modern  Life 

Pictures  play  a  more  important  part  in  modern  life  than  the  average 
person  realizes.   The  demand  for  good  pictures  has  grown  astonishingly.  The 
press,  advertisers,  publishers  of  books  and  magazines,  theaters,  schools, 
and  churches,  all  appreciate  the  power  of  pictures  and  use  them  freely.  One 
popular  American  magazine,  for  instance,  purchases  an  average  of  more  than 
500  photographs  every  month,  and  reports  that  it  never  yet  has  been  able  to 
obtain  enough  pictures  of  the  kind  It  desires. 

The  reason  for  this  widespread  use  of  pictures  is  evident.  C-ood  pic- 
tures attract  attention  and  stimulate  interest.   They  speak  for  themselves 
in  a  language  which  every  normal  person  can  readily  understand.  Besides, 
pictures  carry  conviction.   Communities  which  have  made  more  or  less  exten- 
sive use  of  lantern  slides  have  learned  these  things  by  experience  and  con- 
sequently place  a  high  estimate  on  the  value  of  pictures  as  an  aid  in  com- 
munity work. 

Lantern  slides  have  proved  to  be  a  very  convenient  form  in  which  to 
show  pictures  and  other  types  of  illustrations  to  large  groups.   One  great 
value  of  a  lantern  slide  is  that  the  picture  thrown  upon  the  wall  or  screen 
is  usually  large  enough  for  every  one  In  the  audience  to  see  clearly  what 
the  picture  tells.  Another  real  advantage  is  that  lantern  slides  lend  them- 
selves well  to  accurate  hand  coloring.   It  is  only  necessary  to  mention  such 
subjects  as  landscape  gardening.,  interior  decoration,  plant  and  animal  path- 
ology, breeds  of  livestock  and  poultry  to  realise  the  value  of  color  In  pre- 
senting illustrated  talks. 

Motion  pictures  are  splendid  when  sentiment  is  to  be  aroused  or  move- 
ment studied,  but  when  detail  and  color  in  still  objects  are  to  be  portrayed 
to  an  audience,  lantern  slides  are  more  economical  and  effective.   Yet  slides 
are  not  without  objection.   They  are  not  well  adapted  for  use  in  the  daytime 
with  large  community  audiences  except  in  a  room  that  can  be  fairly  well  dark- 
ened.  This  is  especially  the  case  when  acetylene  gas  or  a  low  voltage  elec- 
tric current  is  the  strongest  available  source  of  light.  Where  a  4C0-600 
watt  electric  lamp  can  be  used,  ordinary  opaque  curtains  made  wide  enough  to 
overlap  the  window  casing  by  3  or  4  inches  will  be  sufficient. 

Importance  of  Reflecting  Surface 

The  quality  of  the  projected  pictu.re  depends  in  no  small  measure  upon 
the  screen  or  reflecting  surface  used.  A  clean,  white,  smoothly  finished 
plastered  wall  is  excellent.  A  large  sheet  of  plaster  board,  preferably  set- 
in  a  wooden  frame  would  be  equally  good.  When  soiled,  give  it  a  coat  of 
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white  zinc  with,  a  t catch,  of  cobalt  "blue.  A  sheet  or  rather  fine  textured 
fiber  hoard  painted  with  several  coats  of  good  white  paint,  faintly  stained 
with  "blue,  also  makes  a  very  satisfactory  screen.  A  screen  made  of  heavy 
white  curtain  cloth  rives  good  results.  A  hod  sheet  can  he  used  in  an  emer- 
gency, hut  muslin  has  the  disadvantage  of  allowing  too  much  of  the  light  to 
pass  through.   There  is  no  need  of  a  screen  larger  than  6  feet  square.  A 
smaller  one  is  usual  1- 
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The  difficulty  of  using  a  lantern  in  a  room  that  can  not  he  totally 
darkened  can  he  more  or  less  successfully  met  in  a  variety  of  ways.   The  most 
common  method  is  possihly  that  of  using  a  "daylight''  or  translucent  screen. 
For  such  use  the  lantern,  usually  fitted  with  a  lens  of  short  focal  length, 
is  placed  a  short  distance  behind  the  screen,   The  audience  thus  sees  the 
picture  by  transmitted  light.   Unfortunately  these  commercial  screens  are 
expensive  and  the  size  of  the  picture  is  rather  small.  Where  funds  do  not 
permit  the  purchase  of  one  of  these  special  screens  a.  piece  of  good  tracing 
cloth  may  be  used  as  a  substitute.   The  dull  side  should  face  the  audience. 
"When  neither  is  available  try  placing  the  regular  screen  in  the  darkest  part 
of  the  room,  shading  the  screen  itself  with  some  opaque  material  and  finally 
place  the  lantern  close  to   the  screen,  thus  producing  a  smaller  and  more 
brilliant  picture.  Best  results  have  ^oeen   obtained  where  a  projection  out- 
fit is  located  permanently  in  a  building  used  for  the  holding  of  local  meet- 
ings, preferably  a  community  center  or  a  public  school  with  adequate  facili- 
ties for  ventilation. 

Communities  which  have  made  successful  use  of  lantern  slides  report 
increased  attendance  and  greater  interest  in  the  subjects  presented.   Success 
in  using  slides  depends  very  largely  upon  providing  three  things:  (l)  Good 
slides,  (2)  an  efficient  lantern,  and  (3)  a  speaker  who  knows  his  slides  and 
has  a  real  message  to  deliver.   Failures  with  slides  are  most  often  due  to 
the  speaker's  trying  to  make  a  few  rambling,  hit-and-miss  remarks  about  each 
slide.  Usually  the  best  method  is  to  use  the  slides  to  illustrate  the  im- 
portant points  of  a  well  thought  out  talk0 

Many  Uses  for  Slides 

Lantern  slides  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  many  ways  in  a  community, 
when  preparing  the  annual  community  program,  lantern  slides  are  at  times 
useful  for  showing  in  convenient  form  statistical  data  and  local  views  pictur- 
ing situations  needing  attention.   The  greatest  opportunity  for  the  use  of 
slides  occurs  in  connection  with  the  regular  community  meetings.   The  best 
results  have  been  obtained  from  such  illustrated  talks  when  the  programs  were 
carefully  arranged  and  planned  for  well  in  advance. 

Another  type  of  lantern  slide  which  has  met  with  great  favor  is  the 
song  slide.  Nearly  every  program  should  provide  for  some  group  singing,  and 
experience  has  shown  clearly  that  an  audience  enters  into  the  spirit  of  song 
most  enthusiastically  when  the  words  are  made  clearly  visible  to  all.  Beau- 
tifully colored  slides  of  this  type  made  a  strong  impression  on  those  who 
attended  the  first  national  boys'  and  girls'  4-H  club  camp  held  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  in  June,  1927.   The  field  which  can  be  covered  in  this  way  is 
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limited  only  by  the  supply  of  lantern  slides  available. 

Local  sources  of  slides  should  always  "be  exhausted  "before  seeking 
material  elsewhere.  Many  of  the  State  agricultural  colleges  have  prepared 
for  loan  excellent  slide  series  adapted  for  use  in  the  State.   The  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  a  collection  of  150  series  of  slides  on 
numerous  phases  of  agriculture  and  home  economics   and  is  constantly  adding 
new  series  to  the  collection.  About  32  of  these  series  are  now  available  on 
short  strips  of  film  of  motion-picture  size  for  use  in  special  projectors.  A 
film  of  about  50  to  60  pictures  can  be  packed  in  a  small  tin  box  and  mailed 
to  any  part  of  the  country  for  only  a  few  cents.   Department  slides  desired 
for  local  community  work  can  he  obtained  through  the  county  extension  agent 
or  where  no  agent  is  employed,  through  the  extension  service  of  the  State 
agricultural  college. 

Slides  Not  Difficult  to  Make 

The  campaign  method  of  carrying  out  part  of  a  program  of  work  is  now 
frequently  used.   For  such  work  lantern  slides  have  proved  very  helpful.  The 
more  local  the  illustrations  used,  the  more  effective  they  are.   Skill  in 
taking  acceptable  pictures'  is  readily  acquired,  and  an  ordinary  camera  of 
the  3^-  x  4-|:  or  Z\  x  3-J;  size  is  well  adapted  for  the  making  of  the  original 
negatives.   The  negatives  should,  of  course,  be  sharp  and  correctly  exposed 
for  best  results.   The  average  price  for  making  slides  from  such  negatives 
is  about  50  cents  each.   Persons  who  are  successful  in  printing  their  own 
photographs  on  gaslight  paper  can  learn  to  make  their  own  slides. 

Auto  tours  to  other  communities  have  given  excellent  educational 
results.  But  not  all  those  who  desire  to  make  such  tours  can  arrange  to  go, 
and  not  all  those  who  do  go  can  see  and  assimilate  all  the  helpful  things 
oh  served  on  the  tour.   For  these  reasons  a  tour  may  well  he  followed  by  a 
meeting  at  which  a  set  of  good  slides  reviewing  the  important  things  of  the 
tour  is  shown. 

There  is  one  phase  of  community  work  which  has  not  received  so  much 
encouragement  and  attention  as  it  merits;  namely,  regular  courses  of  instruc- 
tion for  both  adults  and  juniors,,   It  is  difficult  to  overestimate  the  value 
that  has  accrued  to  those  who  have  each  year  devoted  a  little  time  to  serious, 
well-planned,  and  systematic  study.   Such  courses  are  usually  devoted  to  the 
study  of  local  problems  of  economics  and  production,  but  occacionally  courses 
are  given  which  are  purely  cultural.   For  purposes  of  presenting  subject 
matter  at  such  courses  the  lantern  slide  has  been  found  exceedingly  valuahle. 
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